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Claim Rejections • 35 U$C § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not Included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-9 and 1 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gullett (5,846,416), in view of Carlson (5,833,853). 

Gullett discloses a filter assembly (10) comprising a center support (40, col. 5, 
lines 39-45) having a filter head attachment (30) at one end, a bowl attachment (21 ) at 
an opposite end, and a plurality of radial openings (53) disposed on the center support 
(40) and being located between the two ends, and a filter element (50) mounted on the 
center support (40). Gullett further discloses connecting means (200, col. 4, lines 27- 
29, lines 38-40, col. 5, lines 14-18) for connecting or engaging the two attachments to 
the center support. Gullett also discloses a center support is threaded (see col. 2, lines 
46-51, col. 3, lines 26-30 and lines 48-54, col. 6, lines 1-9), therefore, it is inherently 
understood thiat the threaded end of the center support would provide rotatable 
attachment to and detachment from a filter head or from a bowl. Gullett also discloses a 
method of servicing a filter comprising the steps of detaching the center support from 
the filter head, detaching the center support from the bowl, reattaching the center 
support to the bowl, and reattaching the center support to the filter head. It is inherently 
understood that once the filter element is removed from the center support, the filter 
element is cleaned or washed before being put back on the center support for servicing. 
Claims 1-9 and 11-14 differ from the disclosure of Gullett in that the filter assembly has 
a metallic screen filter element mounted around the center support. Carlson discloses a 
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layered of multiple metallic screen filter element (252, 254, 255 in Fig. 5, col. 4, line 62 
through coL 5, line 18) mounted around a center support (250). It would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
substitute the filter element of Gullett by the metallic screen filter as taught by Carlson 
since it is well known in the art that mesh filter would prevent passage enlargement 
which may reduce the effectiveness of the filter element (see motivation in col. 5, lines 
30-38). 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed on August 11, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the cited primary reference does not disclose the filter 
center support with "rotatable attachment to and detachment from a filter head", as 
amended and there is no "metallic screen filter element mounted around the center 
support". The Examiner respectfully disagrees. The cited primary reference Gullett 
clearly shows a center support is threaded (see col. 2, lines 46-51 . col. 3. lines 26-30 
and lines 48-54, col. 6, lines 1-9), therefore, it is inherently understood that the threaded 
end of the center support would provide rotatable attachment to and detachment from a 
filter head or froni a bowl. 

Regarding to the "metallic screen filter element", the Examiner now rejects claims 
1-9 and 11-14 under the 103(a) rejection via the primary reference Gullett in 
combination with the secondary reference Carlson to show: Gullett discloses a filter 
assembly (10) comprising a center support (40, col. 5, lines 39-45) having a filter head 
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attachment (30) at one end. a bowl attachment (21) at an opposite end, and a plurality 
of radial openings (53) disposed on the center support (40) and being located between 
the two ends, and a filter element (50) mounted on the center support (40). Gullett 
further discloses connecting means (200, col. 4, lines 27-29, lines 38-40, col. 5, lines 
14-18) for connecting or engaging the two attachments to the center support. Gullett 
also discloses a center support is threaded (see col. 2, lines 46-51 , col. 3, lines 26-30 
and lines 48-54, col. 6, lines 1-9). therefore, it is inherently understood that the threaded 
end of the center support would provide rotatable attachment to and detachment from a 
filter head or from a bowl, as claimed. Gullett also discloses a method of servicing a 
filter comprising the steps of detaching the center support from the filter head, detaching 
the center support from the bowl, reattaching the center support to the bowl, and 
reattaching the center support to the filter head. It is inherently understood that once 
the filter element is removed from the center support, the filter element is cleaned or 
washed before being put back on the center support for servicing, as claimed. 

Claims 1-9 and 11-14 differ from the disclosure of Gullett in that the filter 
assembly has a metallic screen filter element mounted around the center support. 
Carlson discloses a layered of multiple metallic screen filter element (252, 254, 255 in 
Fig. 5, col. 4, line 62 through col. 5, line 18) mounted around a center support (250), as 
claimed. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to substitute the filter element of Gullett by the metallic 
screen filter as taught by Carlson since it is well known in the art that mesh filter would 
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prevent passage enlargement which may reduce the effectiveness of the filter element 
(see motivation in col. 5, lines 30-38). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 and 1 1-14 have been 
thoroughly considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, as 
discussed above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 163. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/Tues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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